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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on March 
17, 2008 has been entered. Claims 1, 5, 7, 12, 13 have been amended. Claims 1, 3-5, 
7-8, 12-13, 15-16 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 , 5, 1 2, 1 3 are objected to because of the following informalities: the 
claims recite the terms "adapted to" that may raise a question as to the limiting effect of 
the language in the claims. Language that suggests or makes optional but does not 
require steps to be performed or does not limit a claim to a particular structure does not 
limit the scope of a claim or claim limitation. For purpose of examination, the examiner 
interprets the terms "adapted to" as "for". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1, 3-5, 7-8, 12, 13, 15, 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 

anticipated by Kan et al. (US 7,171,415 B2), hereinafter "Kan". 

As per claims 1 , 5, 12, Kan teaches a method and system (See Fig. 2) for a 
search framework (114) to provide search functionality to a web server (108, 112) 
across at least two search providers (120C, 120D), the search framework (114) 
being interposed between the web server and each of the search providers, said 
method comprising : 

• "registering a first search method adapted to performing searches on a first of 
said at least two search providers; registering a second search method for 
performing searches on a second of said at least two search providers" at Col. 2 
line 54 to Col. 3 line 3, Col. 15 line 47 to Col. 16 line 65; 

• "registering a first response format for receiving search results from said first 
search provider; register a second response format for receiving search results 
from said second search provider" at Col. 10 lines 50-60 and Col. 15 lines 47-55; 

• "detecting a request to the web server for a search on a selected search provider 
from among said first search provider and said second search provider, said 
selected search provider corresponding to a corresponding search method from 
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among said first search method and said second search method" at Col. 8 lines 
10-25, Col. 2 line 54 to Col. 3 line 3; 

• "providing to the web server a ubiquitous search method for performing said 
search utilizing said corresponding search method, the ubiquitous search 
method being generic with regard to any of the first and second search providers 
and the corresponding search methods thereof at Col. 8 lines 10-25 and Col. 14 
lines 51-67; 

• "responding to a call from the web server to said ubiquitous search method by 
performing said search on the selected search provider utilizing said 
corresponding search method" at Col. 8 lines 10-25; 

• "receiving a search result from the selected search provider in a response format 
corresponding to said selected search provider" at Col. 8 lines 20-30, and 

• "providing said received search result to the web server in a ubiquitous format, 
the ubiquitous format being generic with regard to any of the first and second 
search providers and the corresponding format thereof at Col. 13 line 45 to Col. 
14 line 7 and Col. 14 line 51 to Col. 15 line 2. 

As per claim 3, Kan teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein "said method 
comprises reading search provider data regarding said first search provider and said 
second search provider from a configuration file" at Col. 9 lines 45-55. 
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As per claim 4, Kan teaches the method of claim 3, wherein "said method is 
implemented in conjunction with a web server, and where said configuration file is a 
web.config file" at Col. 9 lines 45-55 and Col. 11 lines 28-35. 

As per claim 7 Kan teaches the method and system of claim 5, wherein "said 
step of providing said first and said second search results comprises: returning said first 
and said second search results in a unified format" at Col. 14 lines 55-60. 



As per claim 8, Kan teaches the method and system of claims 7, where "said 
step of detecting a request for a search on said first search provider and second search 
provider comprises receiving response format data, and where said step of providing 
said first and said second search results comprises: returning said first and second 
search results according to said response format data" at Col. 13 line 45 to Col. 14 line 
7 and Col. 14 lines 55-60. 

As per claim 13, Kan teaches a system (See Fig. 2) including a search framework 
(114) and a web server (108, 1 12) to provide search functionality across at least two 
search providers (120C, 120D), the search framework (114) being interposed between 
the web server and each of the search providers, said system comprising : 

• "registration module for registering a first search method adapted to performing 
searches on a first of said at least two search providers; registering a second 
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search method for performing searches on a second of said at least two search 
providers" at Col. 2 line 54 to Col. 3 line 3, Col. 15 line 47 to Col. 16 line 65; 

• "registering a first response format for receiving search results from said first 
search provider; register a second response format for receiving search results 
from said second search provider" at Col. 10 lines 50-60 and Col. 15 lines 47-55; 

• "the first response format define an interface for receiving a number of items 
returned in a response to executing the first search method and an estimate 
number of total results returned in a response to executing the first search 
method, the second response format defining an interface for receiving a number 
of items returned in a response to executing the second search method and an 
estimate number of total results returned in a response to executing the second 
search method" at Col. 28 lines 20-65, Col. 32 lines 30-51, Col. 34 lines 5-10. 

• "search request detection module for detecting a request to the web server for a 
search on a selected search provider from among said first search provider and 
said second search provider, said selected search provider corresponding to a 
corresponding search method from among said first search method and said 
second search method" at Col. 8 lines 10-25, Col. 2 line 54 to Col. 3 line 3; 

• "ubiquitous search method provision module for providing to the web server a 
ubiquitous search method for performing said search utilizing said corresponding 
search method, the ubiquitous search method being generic with regard to any of 
the first and second search providers and the corresponding search methods 
thereof at Col. 8 lines 10-25 and Col. 14 lines 51-67; 
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• "ubiquitous search method response module for responding to a call from the 
web server to said ubiquitous search method by performing said search on the 
selected search provider utilizing said corresponding search method" at Col. 8 
lines 10-25; 

• "receiving a search result from the selected search provider in a response format 
corresponding to said selected search provider" at Col. 8 lines 20-30, and 

• "providing said received search result to the web server in a ubiquitous format, 
the ubiquitous format being generic with regard to any of the first and second 
search providers and the corresponding format thereof at Col. 13 line 45 to Col. 
14 line 7 and Col. 14 line 51 to Col. 15 line 2. 

As per claim 15, Kan teaches the method and system of claim 13, wherein "said 
first and said second search results in a unified format" at Col. 14 lines 55-60. 

As per claim 16, Kan teaches the method and system of claim15, where "said 
search request detection module receives response format data, and where said first 
and said second search results are provided according to said response format" at Col. 
13 line 45 to Col. 14 line 7 and Col. 14 lines 55-60. 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed March 17, 2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. The examiner respectfully traverses applicant's arguments. 

Regarding claim 1 , applicant argued that Kan does not disclose "registering a 
first search method adapted to perform searches on a first of said at least two search 
provider" nor "registering a second search method adapted to perform searches on a 
second of said at least two provider" because Kan only disclose registering "type of 
queries" that a provider is able to respond. The examiner respectfully submits that Kan 
teaches at Col. 2 lines 54-67 the provider registration includes not only type of 
queries, but also "a query-space defines a structure for indicating and matching 
search criteria", "predicate statement defines matching search criteria", and "query 
server address to which matching search queries are to be directed." All information in 
the provider registration defines a "search method" for a particular provider. For 
example, Kan teaches at Col. 3 lines 1-2 that "the search query may be routed to the 
query server address specified by one or more of the provider registration", which 
indicates that the "query server address" in the provider registration is utilized to perform 
the search of a particular search provider. 

Regarding claim 13, applicant argued that Kan does not teach "the first response 
format defining an interface for receiving a number of items returned in a response to 
executing the first search method and an estimated number of total results returned in a 
response to executing the first method." On the contrary, Kan teaches at Col. 28 lines 
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20-65 (reproduced below) an XML 'result' document which defines an interface for 



receiving a number of items returned in a response to executing the first search method. 



Kan's Col. 32 lines 30-50 shows an example of a response format in response to a 



particular query. Col. 34 line 5-10 show "number of hits expected from a provider" . 

In Mt- X ii eat c > i , espond e e= 
v ifl in V-1L re u > umen vhich may 1 e J 1 
lo wing DTD, for example: 

55 



<!DOCTYPE jeralt [ 

1 i t c - i ' » 

<! ELEMENT isaa-teef-- i#PCDATA> 
■ _ IEN . - - »?C3ATA •- 
«!EL£MES : ii; - - (href, sachcr. lemr?, rctouow?^ 

<:sl£ME>t i*f- - ?*?cdata;> 

; 'ELEME^!!^=; - 1 SFCDATA'S* 
<!BLEMEKT &3S3i - - (=?Cr>ATA;> 



In this example, a rests!; maj include 

an optional base-href URL, providing defaults for URLs 

in the results, 
an optional icon URL c J u_ or the j 

& sequence of hit s . 
Each hit may include: 

as href URL, naming the locstion of this hit. 
anchor text, describing the hit. 
pt - sli: . i trrd descri fog the I 
optionally, the relevance of Shis hit, e.g. as a number 

between 1 and 100. 
Far example, an HTTP request of the form; 



POST .ssarcLjsp HTTP'S '; 




<qi: try s sti.Kts ft.:-. bry< ,f sit&<'qi;e^>. 



might get an HTTP response of the form: 



so 




eif^viii;e>i Utter v±iies> 
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Conclusion 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although 
the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are applied to 
specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as 
well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses, to fully 
consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed 
invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed 
by the Examiner. 

In the case of amending the Claimed invention, Applicant is respectfully 
requested to indicate the portion(s) of the specification which dictate(s) the structure 
relied on for proper interpretation and also to verify and ascertain the metes and bounds 
of the claimed invention. 

The prior art made of record, listed on form PTO-892, and not relied upon, if any, 
is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

If a reference indicated as being mailed on PTO-FORM 892 has not been 
enclosed in this action, please contact Lisa Craney whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3574 for faster service. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh B. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 



Application/Control Number: 10/678,714 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2166 

41 16. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30am to 
4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (571 ) 272-3978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Khanh B. Pham/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2166 

June 6, 2008 



